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Hot work is any work that involves burning, welding, using fire – or spark-producing tools or 

that produces a source of ignition or heat. Welding and cutting operations are common to 

drilling and servicing operations. 

 

Workers performing hot work, such as welding, cutting, brazing, soldering, and grinding, are 

exposed to the risk of fires from ignition of flammable or combustible materials in the space 

and from leaks of flammable gas into the space, from hot work equipment. 

 

Sontheimer Offshore Catering Co. (SONOCO) provides Domesticated Services (Catering & 

Janitorial) as outlined in the new SEMS regulations for the offshore Gulf of Mexico. 

 

The scope of work performed by SONOCO does not include any type of welding, cutting, or 

hot work of any kind. 

 

In the event that the employee is working near a hot works area, the following must be done: 

 

1. Proper PPE must be worn at all times. 

 

2. Hot work permits are required before start of any hot work. 

 

3. Formal training is required for all crafts involving cutting, burning and welding. Formal 

training is required both as a fire watch and in fire extinguisher use for all welding/cutting 

operations. 

 

4. If the item needing welding/cutting can not be moved to a safe location, all movable fire 

hazards should be removed. If fire hazards can not be removed, guards are to be used to 

confine heat, sparks and slag and to protect the immovable hazards.  

 

5. If welding/cutting can not be performed safely, it will not be performed.  

 

6. Fire Extinguishers are required to be available for all hot work. A fire watch is required 

for all hot work applications. Fire watch is required in the area for at least 30 minutes 

following all hot work completion.  

 

7. Hot work permitting may also include Confined Space Permits or Air Monitoring if there 

are hazardous gasses, fumes or dust created or present.  

 

8. All crafts people and equipment operators are to report changes in conditions, defects 

and/or damages and stop work until repairs can be made or equipment replaced. 


